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Plains Indians have long occupied a special place in the American imagination. Both the historical reality of
such evocative figures and events as Crazy Horse, Sitting Bull, Sacajewea, and the Battle of Little Bighorn
and the lived reality of Native Americans today are often confused and conflated with popular
representations of Indians in movies, paintings, novels, and on television. Ingrained stereotypes and cultural
misconceptions born of late nineteenth— and early twentieth—century images of the romantic nomad and the
marauding savage have been surprisingly tenacious, obscuring the extraordinary cultural and linguistic
diversity of the dozens of tribes and nations who have peopled the Great Plains. Here in one volumeis an
indispensable guide to the extensive ethnohistorical research that, in recent decades, has recovered the varied
and often unexpected history of Comanche, Cheyenne, Osage, and Sioux Indians, to name only afew of the
tribal groups included. From the earliest archaeological evidence to the current experience of Indians living
on and off reservations, awealth of information is presented in a clear and accessible way.

The history of the Plains Indians has been a dynamic one of continuous change and adaptation as groups split
and recombined to form new social orders and cultural traditions. Contact with Europeans and the
introduction of trade in horses, slaves, furs, and guns dramatically altered native societies internally and
influenced relations between different groups. In the face of pressures resulting from America's westward
expansion throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries?he extinction of the bison, the imposition of
reservation life, and the assimilationist policies of the U.S. federal government?the native peoples of the
Great Plains have struggled to preserve their distinct cultures and reorient themselvesto a new world on their
own terms.

The Columbia Guide to American Indians of the Great Plainsis divided into four parts. Part | presents an
overview of the cultures and histories of Plains Indian people and surveys the key scholarly questions and
debates that shape thisfield. Part 11 serves as an encyclopedia, alphabetically listing important individuals
and places of significant cultural or historic meaning. Part 111 is achronology of the major eventsin the
history of American Indiansin the Plains. The expertly selected resources guide in Part IV includes
annotated bibliographies, museum and tribal Internet sites, and films that can be easily accessed by those
wishing to learn more.

The third in a six-volume reference series, The Columbia Guides to American Indian History and Culture,
The Columbia Guide to American Indians of the Great Plainsis an invaluable resource for students, teachers,
and researchers.
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From reader reviews:
Jack Baldwin:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
usto learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever they
take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem aswell as exercise. Well, probably
you will require this The Columbia Guide to American Indians of the Great Plains.

Erin Chretien:

Here thing why this The Columbia Guide to American Indians of the Great Plains are different and reputable
to be yours. First of all examining abook is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which isthe
content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Columbia Guide to American Indians of the Great Plains giving
you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that
similar with The Columbia Guide to American Indians of the Great Plains. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Columbia
Guide to American Indians of the Great Plains in e-book can be your substitute.

Roxie Lloyd:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Columbia Guide to American Indians of the Great
Plains was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Columbia Guideto
American Indians of the Great Plains has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at
al of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading that.

Robert Spann:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book The Columbia Guide to American
Indians of the Great Plains to make your personal reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading
ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the feeling about book and studying especialy. It isto be initially opinion for you to like to start a
book and learn it. Beside that the guide The Columbia Guide to American Indians of the Great Plains can to
be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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