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The devil in the details: The life and times of Adolf Loos

Adolf Loos (1870–1933) was a flamboyant character, whose presence in the cultural hotbed of early 1900s
Vienna galvanized the country’s architectural landscape. An early, impassioned advocate of modernism,
he all-out rejected the grand Secessionist aesthetic prevalent in contemporary Viennese architecture, as well
as any hallmarks of the European fin de siècle.

Instead, in lectures and essays, such as the milestone Ornament and Crime of 1913, Loos articulated his
“passion for smooth and precious surfaces.” He advocated that architectural ornamentation was, by its
nature, ephemeral–locked into current trends and styles, and therefore, quickly dated. In doing so, it would
drag the building it decorated, into obsolescence. Loos, himself a Classicist at heart, argued instead for
simple, timeless designs with time-honored aesthetic and structural qualities.

Rising to prominence in Vienna in the 1890s with commercial retail projects in the city, Loos developed his
signature style, introducing the concept of “spatial plan” architecture and eschewing decorative fripperies
for opulent, fine-quality materials, rendered in crisp lines. Major projects, such as Vienna’s Café
Museum (1899), Loos House (1912), and the fashion store Knize (1913), divided critics, the public, and even
royalty–Emperor Franz Joseph I would refuse to travel past Loos House, bristling with rage at its insolently
minimalist aesthetic.

In this introduction to Adolf Loos’ colorful and inspiring career, we get to explore the writings,
achievements, and legacy which continued to resound down the decades, influencing successive styles and
generations in the architectural conversation between elaborate and elemental aesthetics.
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From reader reviews:

Lavinia Arthur:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Adolf Loos (Basic Art Series 2.0)
to read.

Margaret Phillips:

The feeling that you get from Adolf Loos (Basic Art Series 2.0) will be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but Adolf Loos (Basic Art Series 2.0) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because
the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having that Adolf Loos (Basic Art Series 2.0) instantly.

Edward Sullivan:

Exactly why? Because this Adolf Loos (Basic Art Series 2.0) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Nicole Powell:

This Adolf Loos (Basic Art Series 2.0) is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information
for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Adolf Loos
(Basic Art Series 2.0) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So
, this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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