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How Repentance Became Biblical tells the story of repentance as a concept. Many today, in both secular and
religious contexts, assume it to be a natural and inevitable component of our lives. But, where did it
originate? How did it become so prominent within Western religious traditions and, by extension,
contemporary culture? What purposes does it serve? The book identifies repentance as a product of the
Hellenistic period, where it was taken up within emerging forms of Judaism and Christianity as a mode of
subjective control. It argues that, along with the rise of repentance, a series of interpretive practices, many of
which remain in effect to this day, was put into place whereby repentance is read into the Bible and the
Bible, especially the Hebrew Bible, or Old Testament, comes to be seen as repentance's source. Ancient
Israelite rituals, such as fasting, prayer, and confession, all of which are incorporated later on within various
religious communities as forms of penitential discipline, are understood as external signs of internal remorse.
Hebrew terms and phrases, such as the prophetic injunction to "return to YHWH," are read as ancient
representations of the concept, repentance. Prophetic literature as a whole is seen as serving a pedagogical
purpose, as aiming at the reformation of Israel as a nation. Furthermore, it is assumed that, on the basis of the
Bible, sectarians living in the late Second Temple period, from the Dead Sea sect to the early Jesus
movement, believed that their redemption depended upon their repentance. In fact, the penitential framework
within which the Bible is interpreted tells us the most about our own interpretive tendencies, about how we
privilege notions of interiority, autonomy, and virtue. The book develops other frameworks for explaining
the biblical phenomena in their ancient contexts, based on alternative views of the body, power, speech, and
the divine, and, thereby, offers a new account of repentance's origins.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Beltran:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This How Repentance
Became Biblical: Judaism, Christianity, and the Interpretation of Scripture is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Carolyn Hoffman:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is actually How Repentance Became Biblical: Judaism, Christianity, and the
Interpretation of Scripture.

Richard Hennessy:

How Repentance Became Biblical: Judaism, Christianity, and the Interpretation of Scripture can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing How Repentance Became Biblical: Judaism, Christianity, and the Interpretation of
Scripture however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into new
stage of crucial thinking.

Dedra Clark:

This How Repentance Became Biblical: Judaism, Christianity, and the Interpretation of Scripture is brand
new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of
digest in reading this How Repentance Became Biblical: Judaism, Christianity, and the Interpretation of
Scripture can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by
anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It



should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also
knowledge.
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