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Focusing on the design and implementation of computer-based automatic machine tools, David F. Noble
challenges the idea that technology has a life of its own. Technology has been both a convenient scapegoat
and a universal solution, serving to disarm critics, divert attention, depoliticize debate, and dismiss
discussion of the fundamental antagonisms and inequalities that continue to beset America. This provocative
study of the postwar automation of the American metal-working industry—the heart of a modern industrial
economy—explains how dominant institutions like the great corporations, the universities, and the military,
along with the ideology of modern engineering shape, the development of technology.

Noble shows how the system of "numerical control," perfected at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT) and put into general industrial use, was chosen over competing systems for reasons other than the
technical and economic superiority typically advanced by its promoters. Numerical control took shape at an
MIT laboratory rather than in a manufacturing setting, and a market for the new technology was created, not
by cost-minded producers, but instead by the U. S. Air Force. Competing methods, equally promising, were
rejected because they left control of production in the hands of skilled workers, rather than in those of
management or programmers.

Noble demonstrates that engineering design is influenced by political, economic, managerial, and
sociological considerations, while the deployment of equipment—illustrated by a detailed case history of a
large General Electric plant in Massachusetts—can become entangled with such matters as labor
classification, shop organization, managerial responsibility, and patterns of authority. In its examination of
technology as a human, social process, Forces of Production is a path-breaking contribution to the
understanding of this phenomenon in American society.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Hodges:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely Forces of Production: A Social History of Industrial Automation.

Joyce Hazel:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Forces of Production: A Social History of
Industrial Automation guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Forces of
Production: A Social History of Industrial Automation as good book not simply by the cover but also
through the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

David McClure:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures
on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this Forces of Production: A Social History of Industrial Automation can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Christopher Arnold:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Different categories
of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Forces of Production: A Social
History of Industrial Automation.
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