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In 1995 the People's Republic of China passed a controversial Eugenics Law, which, after a torrent of
international criticism, was euphemistically renamed the Maternal and Infant Health Law. Aimed at "the
implementation of premarital medical checkups" to ensure that neither partner has any hereditary, venereal,
reproductive, or mental disorders, the ordinance implies that those deemed "unsuitable for reproduction"
should undergo sterilization or abortion or remain celibate in order to prevent "inferior births." Using this
recent statute as a springboard, Frank Dikötter explores the contexts and history of eugenics in both
Communist China and Taiwan. Dikötter shows how beginning in Late Imperial China, Western eugenics was
imported and combined with existing fears of cultural, racial, or biological degeneration in Chinese society,
leading to government regulation of sexual reproduction.

Imperfect Conceptions is a revealing look at the cultural history of medical explanations of birth defects that
demonstrates how Chinese assumptions about the relationship of the individual to society form the very core
of their attitudes toward procreation. Dikötter explains the patrilineal model of descent, where a person is
viewed as the culmination of his or her ancestors and is held responsible for the health of all future
generations. By this logic, a pregnant woman's behavior and attitude directly influence the well-being of her
baby, and a deformed or retarded child reflects a moral failing on the part of the parents. Dikötter also shows
how the holistic medicine practiced in China blurs any distinction between individual and environment so
that people are held responsible for illness.

Drawing on cultural, social, economic, and political approaches, Dikötter goes beyond a simple authoritarian
model to provide a more complex view of eugenic policy, showing how a variety of voices including those
of popular journalists, social reformers, medical writers, sex educators, university professors, and politicians
all disseminate information that supports rather than questions the state's program.

Imperfect Conceptions reveals how Chinese cultural currents?fear and fascination with the deviant and the
urge to draw clear boundaries between the normal and the abnormal?have combined with medical discourse
to form a program of eugenics that is viewed with alarm by the rest of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Kurt Hooper:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Imperfect Conceptions: Medical Knowledge, Birth Defects and
Eugenics in China book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want
to give to you. The writer of Imperfect Conceptions: Medical Knowledge, Birth Defects and Eugenics in
China content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Imperfect
Conceptions: Medical Knowledge, Birth Defects and Eugenics in China is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Andrea Winburn:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be
study. Imperfect Conceptions: Medical Knowledge, Birth Defects and Eugenics in China can be your answer
because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Jerry Blair:

Beside this specific Imperfect Conceptions: Medical Knowledge, Birth Defects and Eugenics in China in
your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live
in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Imperfect Conceptions: Medical Knowledge, Birth Defects
and Eugenics in China because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Jeffrey Channell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Different categories
of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Imperfect Conceptions: Medical
Knowledge, Birth Defects and Eugenics in China.
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