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An unprecedented analysis of the crucial but underexplored roles the United States and other nations
have played in shaping Syria’s ongoing civil war

Most accounts of Syria’s brutal, long-lasting civil war focus on a domestic contest that began in 2011 and
only later drew foreign nations into the escalating violence. Christopher Phillips argues instead that the
international dimension was never secondary but that Syria’s war was, from the very start, profoundly
influenced by regional factors, particularly the vacuum created by a perceived decline of U.S. power in the
Middle East. This precipitated a new regional order in which six external protagonists—the United States,
Russia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Qatar—have violently competed for influence, with Syria a key
battleground. 

Drawing on a plethora of original interviews, Phillips constructs a new narrative of Syria’s war. Without
absolving the brutal Bashar al-Assad regime, the author untangles the key external factors which explain the
acceleration and endurance of the conflict, including the West’s strategy against ISIS. He concludes with
some insights on Syria and the region's future.
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From reader reviews:

Candice Delgado:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in the New Middle
East. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important the book The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in the New Middle East. You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you
can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Linda Yohe:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry
in the New Middle East to read.

Matthew German:

The reason? Because this The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in the New Middle East is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Lisa Bates:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in the New Middle East can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.
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