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While the great overland migration routes to America's far west are well known and documented--the
California, Oregon, Mormon, and Santa Fe Trails, the Central Overland and Pony Express--less attention has
been given to how Americans in the first decades of the republic traveled across the western frontiers of the
original colonies. Following the revolution, Americans began to seek their fortunes to the west in greater
numbers. Land grants to veterans inspired others to move, including tradesmen, merchants, and tavern
owners. With the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, the country doubled in size, and the rate of migration became
extraordinary, with wider and more durable roads built, ferries installed at river crossings, canals cut to move
goods, regular stage routes established, and ultimately the first railroad tracks laid down. Entire regions that
supported few communities in the 1790s exploded in population, and as a result seven new states were
admitted to the Union in the decade following the War of 1812. John Bradbury, who traveled through the
United States between 1809 and 1811, wrote that "In passing through the upper parts of Virginia, I observed
a great number of farms that had been abandoned, on many of which good houses had been erected, and fine
apple and peach orchards had been planted. On enquiring the reason, I was always informed that the owners
had gone to the western country." In Maryland, a newspaper reporter wrote, "The time is close at hand when
the region west of the Allegheny mountains will sway the destinies of the nation." By 1839, the National
Road extended more than 700 miles from Baltimore to central Illinois, New York's Erie Canal operated from
Albany to Buffalo, and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad carried passengers briskly west, ultimately to the
Ohio River.
     To the Wide Missouri: Traveling in America During the First Decades of Westward Expansion by Louis
Garavaglia covers the routes and methods that emigrants used to reach the west in the forty-year period
following the Louisiana Purchase. Using contemporary maps and the graphic descriptions found in diaries,
journals, letters, and newspaper accounts, the author details not only the land and water routes that led
settlers to the western country, but also illustrates the hardship, perseverance, humor, and romance that
colored their journey.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Wolf:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this To the Wide Missouri: Traveling in America During the First Decades of
Westward Expansion.

Eleanor Yoo:

This To the Wide Missouri: Traveling in America During the First Decades of Westward Expansion book is
not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. That To the Wide Missouri: Traveling in America During the
First Decades of Westward Expansion without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry To the Wide Missouri: Traveling in America During the First
Decades of Westward Expansion can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This To the Wide Missouri:
Traveling in America During the First Decades of Westward Expansion having excellent arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

James Hall:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the To the Wide
Missouri: Traveling in America During the First Decades of Westward Expansion is kind of publication
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Roberta Nieves:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled To
the Wide Missouri: Traveling in America During the First Decades of Westward Expansion the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely
will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one application form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The To the Wide Missouri: Traveling in



America During the First Decades of Westward Expansion giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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