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In Elf Queens and Holy Friars Richard Firth Green investigates an important aspect of medieval culture that
has been largely ignored by modern literary scholarship: the omnipresent belief in fairyland.

Taking as his starting point the assumption that the major cultural gulf in the Middle Ages was less between
the wealthy and the poor than between the learned and the lay, Green explores the church's systematic
demonization of fairies and infernalization of fairyland. He argues that when medieval preachers inveighed
against the demons that they portrayed as threatening their flocks, they were in reality often waging war
against fairy beliefs. The recognition that medieval demonology, and indeed pastoral theology, were packed
with coded references to popular lore opens up a whole new avenue for the investigation of medieval
vernacular culture.

Elf Queens and Holy Friars offers a detailed account of the church's attempts to suppress or redirect belief in
such things as fairy lovers, changelings, and alternative versions of the afterlife. That the church took these
fairy beliefs so seriously suggests that they were ideologically loaded, and this fact makes a huge difference
in the way we read medieval romance, the literary genre that treats them most explicitly. The war on fairy
beliefs increased in intensity toward the end of the Middle Ages, becoming finally a significant factor in the
witch-hunting of the Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

Sherrie Shannon:

The e-book untitled Elf Queens and Holy Friars: Fairy Beliefs and the Medieval Church (The Middle Ages
Series) is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will
be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Elf Queens and Holy Friars: Fairy Beliefs and the
Medieval Church (The Middle Ages Series) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Harry Fulford:

The reason? Because this Elf Queens and Holy Friars: Fairy Beliefs and the Medieval Church (The Middle
Ages Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write
the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going
to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Sherry Clark:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Elf Queens and Holy Friars: Fairy
Beliefs and the Medieval Church (The Middle Ages Series) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you
can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Marla Fiske:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book Elf Queens and Holy Friars: Fairy Beliefs and the Medieval Church (The Middle Ages Series) we can
acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must want to read
a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life
with that book Elf Queens and Holy Friars: Fairy Beliefs and the Medieval Church (The Middle Ages
Series). You can more inviting than now.
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