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S.Y. Agnon was the greatest Hebrew writer of the twentieth century, and the only Hebrew writer to receive
the Nobel Prize for literature. He devoted the last years of his life to writing a massive cycle of stories about
Buczacz, the Galician town (now in Ukraine) in which he grew up. Yet when these stories were collected
and published three years after Agnon's death, few took notice. Years passed before the brilliance and
audacity of Agnon's late project could be appreciated.

The Parable and Its Lesson is one of the major stories from this work. Set shortly after the massacres of
hundreds of Jewish communities in the Ukraine in 1648, it tells the tale of a journey into the Netherworld
taken by a rabbi and his young assistant. What the rabbi finds in his infernal journey is a series of troubling
theological contradictions that bear on divine justice. Agnon's story gives us a fascinating window onto a
community in the throes of mourning its losses and reconstituting its spiritual, communal, and economic life
in the aftermath of catastrophe. There is no question that Agnon wrote of the 1648 massacres out of an
awareness of the singular catastrophic massacre of his own time—the Holocaust.

James S. Diamond has provides an extensive set of notes to make it possible for today's reader to grasp the
rich cultural world of the text. The introduction and interpretive essay by Alan Mintz illuminate Agnon's
grand project for recreating the life of Polish Jewry, and steer the reader through the knots and twists of the
plot.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Hennessey:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Parable and Its Lesson: A Novella (Stanford Studies in Jewish
History and C). Try to stumble through book The Parable and Its Lesson: A Novella (Stanford Studies in
Jewish History and C) as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make
new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jose Laney:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to
reading a reserve. The book The Parable and Its Lesson: A Novella (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and
C) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book provides high quality.

Jerald Higgins:

The reason why? Because this The Parable and Its Lesson: A Novella (Stanford Studies in Jewish History
and C) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt
you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book
in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and
your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Ruth Haddock:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful



images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Parable and Its Lesson: A Novella (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) can make
you feel more interested to read.
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