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Why Leather?
This pioneering volume brings together specialists from contemporary craft and industry and from
archaeology to examine both the material properties and the cultural dimensions of leather. The common
occurrence of animal skin products through time, whether vegetable tanned leather, parchment, vellum, fat-
cured skins or rawhide attest to its enduring versatility, utility and desirability. Typically grouped together as
‘leather', the versatility of these materials is remarkable: they can be soft and supple like a textile, firm and
rigid like a basket, or hard and watertight like a pot or gourd. This volume challenges a simple utilitarian or
functional approach to leather; in a world of technological and material choices, leather is appropriated
according to its suitability on many levels. In addressing the question Why leather? authors of this volume
present new perspectives on the material and cultural dimensions of leather. Their wide-ranging research
includes the microscopic examination of skin structure and its influence on behaviour, experiments on
medieval cuir bouilli armour, the guild secrets behind the leather components of nineteenth-century
industrial machinery, new research on ancient Egyptian chariot leather, the relationship between wine and
wineskins, and the making of contemporary leather wall covering.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Salamanca:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Why Leather? provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Mary Blackwell:

Beside this specific Why Leather? in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge
or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if
you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Why Leather? because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what
it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Teresa Propst:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Why Leather? can give you a lot of pals
because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Why Leather?.

Curtis Waters:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Why Leather? or even others sources were
given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Why Leather? to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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