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Foreign Exchange is the story of Yeh Yuanshuang and Dorothea Kingsley Wakeman and their experiences
at the American missionary school. Founded in 1875, the school that would become St. Hilda's School for
Girls was intended to provide a strong, Christian education for its students. Daily student-teacher
interactions, however, created an environment that allowed for a foreign exchange which led to the creation
of a new culture that subverted both American and Chinese gender constructs. The walls that surrounded the
St. Hilda's compound not only served to protect the school from outside danger, but to also create a space
where new gender expectations could be nurtured away from the gaze of prying eyes. Thus, the American
teachers as well as the Chinese students were acculturated and socialized in ways that liberated them from
their respective patriarchal situations. For Dorothea, serving as a teacher allowed her to remain single yet
still be engaged in a professional career that would not be as socially stigmatizing as it would be if she
remained at home. As a teacher at St. Hilda's, not only was she educating a future generation of Chinese
women, but as an independent woman who served in an important position, she was an example for the girls
at St. Hilda's what women could do when given an education. For Yuanshuang, her education provide her
with the means to aspire to roles outside the culturally prescribed positions as daughter, wife, and mother by
giving her the intellectual tools that enabled her to find work as a teacher at the start of the War of Resistance
against the Japanese. Her involvement in school activities developed self-reliance, independence, and
leadership skills that served her both in China and eventually in the United States. Her education socialized
her to American values and customs so that when she arrived in the United States, she was able to adapt
readily. Yuanshuang and Dorothea's stories also reveal the impact of the modern world on their parents'
generation.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Johnson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Foreign Exchange:
Counterculture behind the Walls of St. Hilda's School for Girls, 1929-1937 (Studies in Christianity in China)
book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Megan Lapointe:

The ability that you get from Foreign Exchange: Counterculture behind the Walls of St. Hilda's School for
Girls, 1929-1937 (Studies in Christianity in China) is a more deep you rooting the information that hide in
the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Foreign Exchange: Counterculture behind the Walls of St. Hilda's School for Girls, 1929-1937 (Studies in
Christianity in China) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number
of way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy
to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
Foreign Exchange: Counterculture behind the Walls of St. Hilda's School for Girls, 1929-1937 (Studies in
Christianity in China) instantly.

Jose Higham:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a book. The book Foreign Exchange: Counterculture behind the Walls of St. Hilda's School for Girls,
1929-1937 (Studies in Christianity in China) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through
your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Diane Sanchez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside



seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Foreign Exchange: Counterculture behind the Walls of St. Hilda's
School for Girls, 1929-1937 (Studies in Christianity in China) why because the wonderful cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as
the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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