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“A deft, filled-out portrait of the thirty-first president...by far the best, most readable study of
Hoover’s presidency to date.” —Publishers Weekly

Rappleye’s surprising portrait of a Depression-era president Herbert Hoover reveals a very different figure
than the usual Hoover, engaged and active but loathe to experiment and conscious of his inability to convey
hope to the country.

Herbert Clark Hoover was the thirty-first President of the United States. He served one term, from 1929 to
1933. Often considered placid, passive, unsympathetic, and even paralyzed by national events, Hoover faced
an uphill battle in the face of the Great Depression. Many historians dismiss him as merely ineffective. But
in Herbert Hoover in the White House, Charles Rappleye draws on rare and intimate sources—memoirs and
diaries and thousands of documents kept by members of his cabinet and close advisors—to reveal a very
different figure than the one often portrayed. The real Hoover, argues Rappleye, just lacked the tools of
leadership.

The Hoover presented here will come as a surprise to both his longtime defenders and his many critics. In
public Hoover was shy and retiring, but in private he is revealed as a man of passion and sometimes of fury,
a man who intrigued against his enemies while fulminating over plots against him. Rappleye describes him
as more sophisticated and more active in economic policy than is often acknowledged. We see Hoover
watching a sunny (and he thought ignorant) FDR on the horizon. FDR did not “cure” the depression, but he
experimented with steps that relieved it. Most importantly he broke the mood of doom almost immediately.
The Hoover we see here—bright, well meaning, energetic—lacked the single critical element to succeed as
president. He had a first-class mind and a second-class temperament.

Herbert Hoover in the White House is an object lesson in the most, perhaps only, talent needed to be a
successful president—the temperament of leadership.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Dixon:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Herbert Hoover in the White House: The
Ordeal of the Presidency. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Lorri Nicholson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is Herbert Hoover in the White House: The Ordeal of the Presidency this publication
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Patricia Stokes:

Beside this particular Herbert Hoover in the White House: The Ordeal of the Presidency in your phone, it
may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Herbert Hoover in the White House: The Ordeal of the Presidency
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't
get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find
this book as well as read it from currently!

Ethel Swafford:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
known as of book Herbert Hoover in the White House: The Ordeal of the Presidency. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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