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Who is not captivated by tales of Islanders earnestly scanning their watery horizons for great fleets of cargo
ships bringing rice, radios and refrigerators - ships that will never arrive? Of all the stories spun about the
island peoples of Melanesia, tales of cargo cult are among the most fascinating.

The term cargo cult, Lamont Lindstrom contends, is one of anthropology's most sucessful conceptual
offspring. Like culture, worldview and ethnicity, its usage has steadily proliferated, migrating into popular
culture where today it is used to describe an astonishing roll-call of people. It's history makes for lively and
compelling reading. The cargo cult story, Lindstrom shows, is more significant than it at first appears, for it
recapitulates in summary form three generations of anthropoligical theory and Pacific studies.

Although anthropologists' enthusiasm for the notion of cargo cult has waned, it now colors outsiders'
understanding of Melanesian culture, and even Melanesians' perceptions of themselves. The repercussions
for contemporary Islanders are significant: leaders of more than one political movement have felt the need to
deny that they are any kind of cargo cultist.

Of particular interest to this history is Lindstom's arguement that accounts of cargo cult are at heart
tragediees of thwarted desire, melancholy anticipation and crazy unrequited love. He makes a convincing
case that these stories expose powerful Western scenarios of desire itself - giving cargo cult its combined
titillation of the facinating exotic and the comfortably familiar.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Conner:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Cargo Cult: Strange Stories of Desire from
Melanesia and Beyond (South Sea Book) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Joe Bell:

The experience that you get from Cargo Cult: Strange Stories of Desire from Melanesia and Beyond (South
Sea Book) could be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Cargo Cult: Strange Stories of
Desire from Melanesia and Beyond (South Sea Book) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of
this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this kind of Cargo Cult: Strange Stories of Desire from Melanesia and Beyond
(South Sea Book) instantly.

Dustin Singh:

The guide untitled Cargo Cult: Strange Stories of Desire from Melanesia and Beyond (South Sea Book) is
the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that
they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Cargo Cult: Strange
Stories of Desire from Melanesia and Beyond (South Sea Book) from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Jon Gonzalez:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you go through a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Cargo Cult: Strange Stories of Desire from Melanesia and Beyond (South Sea Book) provide
you with new experience in looking at a book.
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