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Europe's leading existential thinkers?Jean-Paul Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, and Albert Camus?all felt that
Americans were too self-confident and shallow to accept their philosophy of responsibility, choice, and the
absurd. "There is no pessimism in America regarding human nature and social organization," Sartre
remarked in 1950, while Beauvoir wrote that Americans had no "feeling for sin and for remorse" and Camus
derided American materialism and optimism. Existentialism, however, enjoyed rapid, widespread, and
enduring popularity among Americans. No less than their European counterparts, American intellectuals
participated in the conversation of existentialism. In Existential America, historian George Cotkin argues that
the existential approach to life, marked by vexing despair and dauntless commitment in the face of
uncertainty, has deep American roots and helps to define the United States in the twentieth-century in ways
that have never been fully realized or appreciated.

As Cotkin shows, not only did Americans readily take to existentialism, but they were already heirs to a rich
tradition of thinkers?from Jonathan Edwards and Herman Melville to Emily Dickinson and William
James?who had wrestled with the problems of existence and the contingency of the world long before Sartre
and his colleagues. After introducing this concept of an American existential tradition, Cotkin examines how
formal existentialism first arrived in America in the 1930s through discussion of Kierkegaard and the early
vogue among New York intellectuals for the works of Sartre, Beauvoir, and Camus. Cotkin then traces the
evolution of existentialism in America: its adoption by Richard Wright and Ralph Ellison to help articulate
the African-American experience; its expression in the works of Norman Mailer and photographer Robert
Frank; its incorporation into the tenets of the feminist and radical student movements of the 1960s; and its
lingering presence in contemporary American thought and popular culture, particularly in such films as
Crimes and Misdemeanors, Fight Club and American Beauty.

The only full-length study of existentialism in America, this highly engaging and original work provides an
invaluable guide to the history of American culture since the end of the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:

Jasmine Myers:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Existential America book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Existential America content
conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Existential America is not loveable to be
your top record reading book?

Edmund Morrissette:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Existential
America, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a book.

Corey Mason:

The reason? Because this Existential America is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up
having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Tara Payton:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Existential America can make you really feel more interested to read.
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