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An intriguing "intellectual portrait" of a generation of Soviet reformers, this book is also a fascinating case
study of how ideas can change the course of history. In most analyses of the Cold War's end the ideological
aspects of Gorbachev's "new thinking" are treated largely as incidental to the broader considerations of
power?as gloss on what was essentially a retreat forced by crisis and decline. Robert English makes a major
contribution by demonstrating that Gorbachev's foreign policy was in fact the result of an intellectual
revolution. English analyzes the rise of a liberal policy-academic elite and its impact on the Cold War's end.

English worked in the archives of the USSR Foreign Ministry and also gained access to the restricted
collections of leading foreign-policy institutes. He also conducted nearly 400 interviews with Soviet
intellectuals and policy makers?from Khrushchev- and Brezhnev-era Politburo members to Perestroika-era
notables such as Eduard Shevardnadze and Gorbachev himself. English traces the rise of a "Westernizing"
worldview from the post-Stalin years, through a group of liberals in the late1960s–70s, to a circle of close
advisers who spurred Gorbachev's most radical reforms.
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From reader reviews:

Cornell Neal:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Russia and the Idea of
the West. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other
social media.

Olga Harrington:

This Russia and the Idea of the West are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The key reason why of this Russia and the Idea of the West can be one of several great books you must have
is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that
probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Russia and the
Idea of the West giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Paul Tirrell:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Russia and the Idea of the West, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Joan Davis:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be Russia and the Idea of the West why because the wonderful cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.
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