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This study is the first in the English language to explore the ways medieval Japanese sought to overcome
their sense of powerlessness over death. By attending to both religious practice and ritual objects used in
funerals in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, it seeks to provide a new understanding of the relationship
between the two. Karen Gerhart looks at how these special objects and rituals functioned by analyzing case
studies culled from written records, diaries, and illustrated handscrolls, and by examining surviving funerary
structures and painted and sculpted images.

The work is divided into two parts, beginning with compelling depictions of funerary and memorial rites of
several members of the aristocracy and military elite. The second part addresses the material culture of death
and analyzes objects meant to sequester the dead from the living: screens, shrouds, coffins, carriages,
wooden fences. This is followed by an examination of implements (banners, canopies, censers, musical
instruments, offering vessels) used in memorial rituals. The final chapter discusses the various types of and
uses for portraits of the deceased, focusing on the manner of their display, the patrons who commissioned
them, and the types of rituals performed in front of them. Gerhart delineates the distinction between objects
created for a single funeral?and meant for use in close proximity to the body, such as coffins?and those, such
as banners, intended for use in multiple funerals and other Buddhist services.

Richly detailed and generously illustrated, Gerhart introduces a new perspective on objects typically either
overlooked by scholars or valued primarily for their artistic qualities. By placing them in the context of
ritual, visual, and material culture, she reveals how rituals and ritual objects together helped to comfort the
living and improve the deceased’s situation in the afterlife as well as to guide and cement societal norms of
class and gender. Not only does her book make a significant contribution in the impressive amount of new
information that it introduces, it also makes an important theoretical contribution as well in its interweaving
of the interests and approaches of the art historian and the historian of religion. By directly engaging and
challenging methodologies relevant to ritual studies, material culture, and art history, it changes once and for
all our way of thinking about the visual and religious culture of premodern Japan.
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From reader reviews:

Cameron Trammell:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and important the book The Material Culture of Death in Medieval Japan.
All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Mary Torres:

Here thing why this specific The Material Culture of Death in Medieval Japan are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is
the content is as tasty as food or not. The Material Culture of Death in Medieval Japan giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that
similar with The Material Culture of Death in Medieval Japan. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open
up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Material
Culture of Death in Medieval Japan in e-book can be your alternate.

Doreen Looney:

Often the book The Material Culture of Death in Medieval Japan has a lot info on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Sandra Davis:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and The Material Culture of Death in Medieval Japan as
well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are
helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes The
Material Culture of Death in Medieval Japan to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book
like this.
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