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As anyone who has watched television in recent years can attest, we live in the age of Viagra. From Bob
Dole to Mike Ditka to late-night comedians, our culture has been engaged in one long, frank, and very public
talk about impotence—and our newfound pharmaceutical solutions. But as Angus McLaren shows us in
Impotence, the first cultural history of the subject, the failure of men to rise to the occasion has been a
recurrent topic since the dawn of human culture.

Drawing on a dazzling range of sources from across centuries, McLaren demonstrates how male sexuality
was constructed around the idea of potency, from times past when it was essential for the purpose of siring
children, to today, when successful sex is viewed as a component of a healthy emotional life. Along the way,
Impotence enlightens and fascinates with tales of sexual failure and its remedies—for example, had Ditka
lived in ancient Mesopotamia, he might have recited spells while eating roots and plants rather than
pills—and explanations, which over the years have included witchcraft, shell-shock, masturbation, feminism,
and the Oedipal complex. McLaren also explores the surprising political and social effects of impotence,
from the revolutionary unrest fueled by Louis XVI’s failure to consummate his marriage to the boost given
the fledgling American republic by George Washington’s failure to found a dynasty. Each age, McLaren
shows, turns impotence to its own purposes, using it to help define what is normal and healthy for men, their
relationships, and society.

From marraige manuals to metrosexuals, from Renaissance Italy to Hollywood movies, Impotence is a
serious but highly entertaining examination of a problem that humanity has simultaneously regarded as life’s
greatest tragedy and its greatest joke.
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From reader reviews:

Randal Revilla:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Impotence: A Cultural History. Try to make book Impotence:
A Cultural History as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

David Sayre:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Impotence: A
Cultural History? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Barry Altman:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Impotence: A Cultural History can give you
a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Impotence: A Cultural History.

Curtis Swasey:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just seeking the Impotence: A Cultural History when you desired it?
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