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Intense personal experience of South Africa's brutal social system, a sense of stifled creativity, and a
distaste for politics made Bessie Head leave for Botswana on an exit permit at the age of 27. There, in
her chosen rural haven of Serowe, and despite a severe mental breakdown, she wrote novels and
stories that earned her international recognition as one of Africa's most remarkable and individual
writers.

The publication at last of The Cardinals--thought to be the first long piece of fiction Head produced and the
only one she ever set in South Africa--is an exciting literary event.

After a childhood of poverty and abuse in the slums of Cape Town, the protagonist unexpectedly lands a job
as a reporter in the offices of African Beat. She is too withdrawn to flourish in her new world and struggles
to find her identity as a woman and a writer against the muckraking demanded by her editors and the sexism
of the newsroom. Johnny believes in her, but his faith carries its own dangers. Questions of origins, identity,
sexuality, writing, love, revenge, and politics unite to propel the characters to joy while disaster waits.

The seven short pieces of fiction included in this volume come from the years immediately after Bessie Head
went to Botswana. Among them is "Earth Love," which she called the "goddam best bit of writing I ever
did."
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From reader reviews:

Vanesa Thomas:

The book The Cardinals: With Meditations and Short Stories (African Writers Series) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the good thing like a book The Cardinals: With Meditations and Short Stories (African Writers Series)?
Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Cardinals: With Meditations
and Short Stories (African Writers Series) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Kenney:

The reserve with title The Cardinals: With Meditations and Short Stories (African Writers Series) includes a
lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Deborah Knight:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Cardinals: With Meditations and
Short Stories (African Writers Series) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you
who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick The Cardinals: With Meditations and Short
Stories (African Writers Series) become your own starter.

Mary Barnett:

The book untitled The Cardinals: With Meditations and Short Stories (African Writers Series) contain a lot
of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
published by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice examine.
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