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By consulting the work of well-known and obscure al-Qaeda theoreticians, Michael W. S. Ryan finds
jihadist terrorism strategy has more in common with the principles of Maoist guerrilla warfare than
mainstream Islam. Encouraging strategists and researchers to devote greater attention to jihadi ideas rather
than jihadist military operations, Ryan builds an effective framework for analyzing al-Qaeda's plans against
America and constructs a compelling counternarrative to the West's supposed "war on Islam."

Ryan examines the Salafist roots of al-Qaeda ideology and the contributions of its most famous founders,
Osama Bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri, in a political-military context. He also reads the Arabic-language
works of lesser known theoreticians who have played an instrumental role in framing al-Qaeda's so-called
war of the oppressed. These authors readily cite the guerrilla strategies of Mao, Che Guevara, and the
mastermind of the Vietnam War, General Giap. They also incorporate the arguments of American theorists
writing on "fourth-generation warfare."

Through these texts, readers experience events as insiders see them, and by concentrating on the activities
and pronouncements of al-Qaeda's thought leaders, especially in Yemen, they discern the direct link between
al-Qaeda's tactics and trends in anti-U.S. terrorism. Ryan shows al-Qaeda's political-military strategy to be a
revolutionary and largely secular departure from the classic Muslim conception of jihad, adding invaluable
dimensions to the operational, psychological, and informational strategies already deployed by America's
military in the region.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Petrus:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Decoding Al-Qaeda's Strategy: The Deep Battle Against America (Columbia
Studies in Terrorism and Irregular Warfare).

Edward McClung:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book
Decoding Al-Qaeda's Strategy: The Deep Battle Against America (Columbia Studies in Terrorism and
Irregular Warfare). All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Alva Sexton:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Decoding Al-Qaeda's Strategy: The Deep Battle Against America (Columbia Studies in
Terrorism and Irregular Warfare), it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Gerald Reed:

The guide untitled Decoding Al-Qaeda's Strategy: The Deep Battle Against America (Columbia Studies in
Terrorism and Irregular Warfare) is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of
the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure
the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Decoding Al-
Qaeda's Strategy: The Deep Battle Against America (Columbia Studies in Terrorism and Irregular Warfare)



from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.
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