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When Evelyn Waugh wrote The Loved One (1948) as a satire of the elaborate preparations and
memorialization of the dead taking place in his time, he had no way of knowing how technical and
extraordinarily creative human funerary practices would become in the ensuing decades.

In Funeral Festivals in America, author Jacqueline S. Thursby explores how modern American funerals and
their accompanying rituals have evolved into affairs that help the living with the healing process. Thursby
suggests that there is irony in the festivities surrounding death. The typical American response to death often
develops into a celebration that reestablishes links or strengthens ties between family members and friends.
The increasingly important funerary banquet, for example, honors an often well-lived life in order to help
survivors accept the change that death brings and to provide healing fellowship. At such celebrations and
other forms of the traditional wake, participants often use humor to add another dimension to expressing both
the personality of the deceased and their ties to a particular ethnic heritage.

In her research and interviews, Thursby discovered the paramount importance of food as part of the funeral
ritual. During times of loss, individuals want to be consoled, and this is often accomplished through the
preparation and consumption of nourishing, comforting foods. In the Intermountain West, Funeral Potatoes,
a potato-cheese casserole, has become an expectation at funeral meals; Muslim families often bring honey
flavored fruits and vegetables to the funeral table for their consoling familiarity; and many Mexican
Americans continue the tradition of tamale making as a way to bring people together to talk, to share
memories, and to simply enjoy being together.

Funeral Festivals in America examines rituals for loved ones separated by death, frivolities surrounding
death, funeral foods and feasts, post-funeral rites, and personalized memorials and grave markers. Thursby
concludes that though Americans come from many different cultural traditions, they deal with death in a
largely similar approach. They emphasize unity and embrace rites that soothe the distress of death as a way
to heal and move forward.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Copeland:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Funeral Festivals in America:
Rituals for the Living (Material Worlds Series)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Tom Tucker:

The e-book untitled Funeral Festivals in America: Rituals for the Living (Material Worlds Series) is the
publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Funeral Festivals in America: Rituals for the Living
(Material Worlds Series) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Mary Jacobs:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Funeral Festivals in America: Rituals for the Living (Material Worlds Series) your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The Funeral Festivals in America: Rituals for the
Living (Material Worlds Series) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but
also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Ian Bracy:

This Funeral Festivals in America: Rituals for the Living (Material Worlds Series) is completely new way
for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little
digest in reading this Funeral Festivals in America: Rituals for the Living (Material Worlds Series) can be
the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,



don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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