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In 1997, then state Senator Barack Obama sponsored legislation in the Illinois General Assembly to study the
newly passed federal welfare reform and how it would affect the citizens of Illinois. He believed that a sound
piece of research assessing how the new law affected the poor of Illinois would give lawmakers a way to
come together and improve the law and the lives of the poor. In the highly charged times of the 1990s when
ideology often trumped pragmatism, the assumptions and values of policy makers often shaped their work
much to the detriment of those affected by the policies.

Dan A. Lewis was selected to direct the study and report back to the legislature. For four years, Lewis and
his team of researchers tracked a random group of 1,000 people who were on welfare when the new law
went into effect. He reported on their income, their general well being, and the lives of their children under
the new system. Gaining Ground in Illinois illuminates the findings of the study and offers advice for future
policy makers. Lewis uses quantitative and qualitative data to draw clear conclusions but also to make the
real experiences of the people he studied as vivid as possible. The reports allowed the legislature to debate
the issue with the facts at hand.

Lewis seeks a middle ground to give us a picture of how welfare reform affected the poor and to give policy
makers some direction in how to improve the lives of the poor moving forward. As the current economic
crisis leads to more discussion of public aid and entitlements, Lewis’s work offers a starting point for the
discussion about the welfare of the people of Illinois. This study will be of interest to sociologists,
psychologists, anthropologists, and policy makers who are concerned with the welfare of the poor and are
looking for new directions in social policy that move beyond the tired debates of the last generation.
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From reader reviews:

Melinda Anderson:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Gaining Ground in Illinois: Welfare Reform and Person-Centered Policy
Analysis book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here
are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want
to give to you. The writer associated with Gaining Ground in Illinois: Welfare Reform and Person-Centered
Policy Analysis content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Gaining
Ground in Illinois: Welfare Reform and Person-Centered Policy Analysis is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Michelle Han:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Gaining Ground in Illinois:
Welfare Reform and Person-Centered Policy Analysis that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly
that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person.
So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Gaining Ground in Illinois:
Welfare Reform and Person-Centered Policy Analysis become your own starter.

Ronald Hopkins:

This Gaining Ground in Illinois: Welfare Reform and Person-Centered Policy Analysis is great guide for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we
can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Gaining Ground in Illinois: Welfare Reform and Person-Centered Policy Analysis in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Mario Curtin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very



important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Gaining
Ground in Illinois: Welfare Reform and Person-Centered Policy Analysis.
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