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Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism examines Yeats’s writing on Shakespeare in the context
of his work on behalf of the Irish Literary Revival. While Shakespeare’s verse drama provides a source of
inspiration for Yeats’s poetry and plays, Yeats also writes about Shakespeare in essays and articles
promoting the ideals of the Revival, and on behalf of Irish literary nationalism. These prose pieces reveal
Yeats thinking about Shakespeare’s art and times throughout his career, and taken together they offer a new
perspective on the contours of Yeats’s cultural politics.

This book identifies three stages of Yeats’s cultural nationalism, each of which appropriates England’s
national poet in an idiosyncratic manner, while reflecting contemporary trends in Shakespeare reception.
Thus Yeats’s fin-de-siécle Shakespeare is a symbolist poet and folk-artist whose pre-modern sensibility
detaches him from contemporary English culture and aligns him with the inhabitants of Ireland’s rural
margins. Next, in the opening decade of the twentieth century, following his visit to Stratford to see the
Benson history cycle, Yeats’s work for the Irish National Theatre adopts an avant-garde, occultist stagecraft
to develop an Irish dramatic repertoire capable of unifying its audience in a shared sense of nationhood.
Yeats writes frequently about Shakespeare during this period, locating on the Elizabethan stage the kind of
transformational emotional affect he sought to recover in the Abbey Theatre. Finally, as Ireland moves
towards political independence, Yeats turns again to Shakespeare to register his disappointment with the
social and cultural direction of the nascent Irish state.

In each case, Yeats’s thinking about Shakespeare responds to the remarkable conflation of aesthetic and
religious philosophies constituting his cultural nationalism, thus making a unique case of Shakespearean
reception. Taken together, Yeats’s writings deracinate Shakespeare, and so contribute significantly to the
process by which Shakespeare has come to be seen as a global artist, rather than a specifically English
possession.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Arnett:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their
can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on guardería until university need this particular Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism to
read.

Holly Murphy:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism as your daily resource
information.

Naomi Taylor:

Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Yeats,
Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Elmo Bragg:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism when you necessary it?
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