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It has often been claimed that Jews have a penchant for capitalism and capitalist economic activity. With this
book, Adam Teller challenges that assumption. Examining how Jews achieved their extraordinary success
within the late feudal economy of the eighteenth-century Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, he shows that
economic success did not necessarily come through any innate entrepreneurial skills, but through identifying
and exploiting economic niches in the pre-modern economy—in particular, the monopoly on the sale of
grain alcohol.

Jewish economic activity was a key factor in the development of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, and
it greatly enhanced the incomes, and thereby the social and political status, of the noble magnates, including
the powerful Radziwill family. In turn, with the magnate's backing, Jews were able to leverage their own
economic success into high status in estate society. Over time, relations within Jewish society began to
change, putting less value on learning and pedigree and more on wealth and connections with the estate
owners.

This groundbreaking book exemplifies how the study of Jewish economic history can shed light on a crucial
mechanism of Jewish social integration. In the Polish-Lithuanian setting, Jews were simultaneously a
despised religious minority and key economic players, with a consequent standing that few could afford to
ignore.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Paul:

The reserve untitled Money, Power, and Influence in Eighteenth-Century Lithuania: The Jews on the
Radziwill Estates is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book,
therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of Money, Power, and Influence in Eighteenth-Century Lithuania: The Jews on the Radziwill Estates
from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Ann Bland:

The particular book Money, Power, and Influence in Eighteenth-Century Lithuania: The Jews on the
Radziwill Estates has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help.
The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book.
That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Austin Barnes:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Money,
Power, and Influence in Eighteenth-Century Lithuania: The Jews on the Radziwill Estates your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Money, Power, and Influence in Eighteenth-
Century Lithuania: The Jews on the Radziwill Estates giving you an additional experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Latoya Palos:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Money, Power, and Influence in Eighteenth-Century Lithuania: The Jews on the Radziwill Estates will give
you new experience in reading a book.
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