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In this extraordinary volume, Iris Parush opens up the hitherto unexamined world of literate Jewish women,
their reading habits, and their role in the cultural modernization of Eastern European Jewish society in the
nineteenth century. Parush makes a paradoxical claim: she argues that because Jewish women were
marginalized and neglected by rabbinical authorities who regarded men as the bearers of religious learning,
they were free to read secular literature in German, Yiddish, Polish, and Russian. As a result of their
exposure to a wealth of literature, these reading women became conduits for Haskalah (Enlightenment) ideas
and ideals within the Jewish community. This deceptively simple thesis dramatically challenges and revamps
both scholarly and popular notions of Jewish life and learning in nineteenth-century Eastern Europe. While
scholars of European women's history have been transforming and complicating ideas about the historical
roles of middle-class women for some time, Parush is among the first scholars to work exclusively in Jewish
territory. The book will be a very welcome introduction to many facets of modern Jewish cultural history -
particularly the role of women - which have too long been ignored.
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From reader reviews:

Brandy Greenawalt:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Reading Jewish
Women: Marginality and Modernization in Nineteenth-Century Eastern European Jewish Society (The
Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Judith Judd:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Reading Jewish Women:
Marginality and Modernization in Nineteenth-Century Eastern European Jewish Society (The Tauber
Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) book because book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Angeline Allison:

The book Reading Jewish Women: Marginality and Modernization in Nineteenth-Century Eastern European
Jewish Society (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Rodolfo Born:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Reading Jewish Women: Marginality and Modernization in Nineteenth-Century Eastern
European Jewish Society (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) when you necessary
it?
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