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A new collection of essays by one of America's premier garden writers

From her vantage point as an octogenarian gardener, Elisabeth Sheldon knows that one of the most important
elements in the making of a garden is the passage of time. This is true in the making of a gardener as well; no
great gardener is young. Now, in Time and the Gardener, Sheldon brings this perspective to bear on the
process of gardening, in discussions of her
favorite plants, and in a handful of portraits of some gardeners of yore.

Sheldon's long life in gardening has yielded a plethora of lessons—for instance, novice gardeners should not
take gardening books too seriously, gardeners should never berate themselves over plants that die, and
gardening in deep woods can be remarkably satisfying. Sheldon is a plantswoman par excellence, and in
Time and the Gardener she writes delightfully about many of her favorite plants—columbines, lysimachias,
clematis, and astilbes. Even
gardeners in other times have inspired Sheldon, and in this book she gives us colorful portraits of Jane
Loudon, Gertrude Jekyll, Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, and others.

Marvelously written yet intensely opinionated, witty, and wise, Time and the Gardener is vintage Sheldon
and will appeal to her legions of fans.

Praise for Elisabeth Sheldon:

"Elisabeth Sheldon is one of the few writers whose work I clip and file. Some garden writers inform, some
inspire; she does both."
—Pamela J. Harper, author of Designing with Perennials

"Elisabeth Sheldon is one of America's great garden inspirations."
—Holly Shimizu, Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden

Elisabeth Sheldon studied at the Art Institute of Chicago and the University of Chicago. She is the author of
two books, The Flamboyant Garden and The Proper Garden, which won two awards from the Garden
Writers of America
Association. Her writings have appeared in Fine Gardening, Horticulture, and other magazines. She lives and
gardens in the Finger Lakes region of New York State.

"Passionate articulate gardeners make the best teachers, and Elisabeth Sheldon's many years on her hands
and knees in the garden have given her a perspective on gardening and plants that is both inspiring and
instructive. Wisdom is a commodity in short supply these days and Sheldon has it along with courage and a
sense of humor."
-Lynden B. Miller, public garden designer

"Elisabeth Sheldon's collection of essays in Time and the Gardener are no-nonsense, honestly frank, yet



warmly passionate in this retrospective look at her decades-long love affair with flowers and gardening."
-Bobby J. Ward, author of A Contemplation Upon Plants

"Elisabeth Sheldon is an extraordinary gardener, writer, and designer. This book reveals her humor, honesty,
and intense curiosity about plants, gardens, and some of the people who share her passion. Reading her
collection of essays is the next best thing to having a leisurely tour through her garden with time for
reflections on her life and the garden's place in it. Time and the Gardener is a beautifully written treasure."
-Nancy Goodwin, co-author of A Year in Our Gardens

"Elisabeth Sheldon offers everything one could want in a garden writer. Her fine prose achieves poignant
lyricism on one page, and mordant humor on the next. Her scholar¹s mind presents information with lucidity,
but every fact and opinion is tested against her own vast experience. She never scolds or intimidates - or
worse - talks down to her readers. That is the loveliest compliment. For who, really, can match her in
experience, or in her passion for gardening? Readers of her previous books should be very glad for this one,
which she is publishing at the age of 85, and which is as good as it gets."
-Joe Eck and Wayne Winterrowd, authors of A Year at North Hill

"Time and the Gardener is a treasury of garden wisdom by a seasoned gardener who is companionable,
amusing, and full of surprises. I'm sure Gertrude Jekyll would have enjoyed visiting her garden-- wish I
could be a fly on the tree trunk at that tea party!"
-Diane Ackerman, author of Cultivating Delight

"Lovely and lyrical, Sheldon's prose is enough to boost even the most dedicated armchair gardener from his
or her seat and into the garden. Not since Thalassa Cruso has there been such a lucent, informative voice."
-Michael Weishan, Host, PBS-TV's The Victory Garden; Gardening Editor, Country Living Magazine

"Elisabeth Sheldon's elegant prose is always a pleasure to read. In these essays she shares, with infectious
joy, knowledge gained through decades of study and hands-on gardening."
- Pamela Harper, author of Time Tested Plants

"Looking back on a life of gardening, Elisabeth Sheldon shares her insightful opinions, practical knowledge
of gardening, and fun yet definitive plant information that all come from dedicated experience. This book
will make any gardener smile."
-Holly H. Shimizu, Executive Director of the U.S. Botanic Garden

"Time and the Gardener is an entertaining and highly educational book from a real American gardener who
is a plantswoman and real writer. Sheldon's garden is in a beautiful but tough spot high above one of the
Finger Lakes of New York State. Thus, she has dealt with problems all of us face. And she has written one of
the handiest and most enjoyable garden books of our era. A good read!"
-Gregory Long, president, The New York Botanical Garden
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Stclair:

Often the book Time and the Gardener: Writings on a Lifelong Passion (Concord Library) will bring that you
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you
try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Time and the Gardener: Writings on a
Lifelong Passion (Concord Library) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Belinda Bedard:

The book Time and the Gardener: Writings on a Lifelong Passion (Concord Library) has a lot details on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily
after scanning this book.

Lloyd North:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you
have read is Time and the Gardener: Writings on a Lifelong Passion (Concord Library).

Mary Wright:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually
Time and the Gardener: Writings on a Lifelong Passion (Concord Library).
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