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Although his brief but productive career as a cabinetmaker in New York lasted a mere sixteen years, the
French-born maître ébéniste Charles-Honoré Lannuier (1779–1819) was a leading figure in the development
of a distinctive and highly refined style of furniture in the Late Federal period. A contemporary of the
renowned master Duncan Phyfe, Lannuier, like him, made fashionable gilded card tables, marble-topped pier
tables, bedsteads, and seating furniture for wealthy clients numbering among the mercantile and social elite
of New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Richmond, and Savannah.

Honoré, one of ten children, spent his formative years in France. From his much older brother Nicolas, a
Parisian cabinetmaker who had attained the rank of master in 1783, he undoubtedly learned the "art and
mystery" of cabinetmaking firsthand, honing his skills for a decade before departing for America in 1803.
Not long after Honoré heralded his arrival with an advertisement in The New York Evening Post, he
established his own workshop and wareroom at 60 Broad Street, and, by 1804, was listed in the New York
City Directory. One of his most important commissions, seating furniture for the Common Council Chamber
in New York's new City Hall—among the most imposing 19th-century public buildings in the United
States—would be completed in 1812 and much of it still remains in situ.

Lannuier traded on his French background and the cachet that it implied with the handsomely engraved
bilingual label that he applied to his finished pieces, which emphasized that he was transmitting directly to
America the Greco-Roman revival style popularized in Republican and Early Empire France. This near-
obsessive labeling of his work has permitted scholars to appreciate the extent of his considerable legacy of
classical-style furniture and its impact on the New York cabinetmaking establishment. While his career was
cut short by his untimely death at age 40, when he was at the height of his creative powers, Lannuier's
reputation continues to this day with documented examples of his furniture in the permanent collections of
the foremost museums, including The Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Art Institute of Chicago, the
Winterthur Museum, and The White House.

This volume, which complements the exhibition "Honoré Lannuier, Parisian Cabinetmaker in Federal New
York" held at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, in spring 1998 represents the most complete
study of Lannuier's life and work published to date. In four essays, extensively illustrated in color with
overall views and details of Lannuier's finest creations, Ulrich Leben, deputy keeper Waddesdon Manor,
Buckinghamshire, traces the little that is known of Lannuier's family and his origins in France; Peter M.
Kenny, associate curator, American Decorative Arts, and administrator of The American Wing at The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, explores Lannuier's years spent in New York (1803–19) and examines in depth
the subject of connoisseurship with regard to Lannuier's known oeuvre; and Frances F. Bretter, research
associate, American Decorative Arts, Department of American Art at The Metropolitan Museum of Art,
discusses Lannuier's relationship to his various illustrious clients, and their pronounced "taste for the French
style." In addition, the many fine black-and-white photographs highlight technical aspects of Lannuier's
furniture, as well as comparable examples by his contemporaries. The catalogue section that follows
comprises about 125 documented works, arranged chronologically within specific categories, and contains
information about materials and provenance, and collection and publication history, for each item. An



appendix provides transcriptions of legal documents, including invoices and Lannuier's marriage contract
and will; the latter two, in their original form, are on deposit in lower Manhattan. A selected biblioggraphy
and an index complete this portrait of a creative and individualistic designer, who, in striving to transmit the
"style antique" from France to America, prized novelty and innovation in tandem with craftsmanship of the
highest caliber. [This book was originally published in 1998 and has gone out of print. This edition is a print-
on-demand version of the original book.]
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From reader reviews:

Margert Lewis:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Honoré Lannuier, Cabinetmaker from Paris: The Life and Work
of a French Ébéniste in Federal New York. Try to the actual book Honoré Lannuier, Cabinetmaker from
Paris: The Life and Work of a French Ébéniste in Federal New York as your friend. It means that it can for
being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Hilary Williams:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Honoré Lannuier, Cabinetmaker from Paris: The Life and Work of a French Ébéniste in Federal New York,
you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Earl Martinez:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Honoré Lannuier, Cabinetmaker from Paris: The Life and
Work of a French Ébéniste in Federal New York, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Marc Dean:

You will get this Honoré Lannuier, Cabinetmaker from Paris: The Life and Work of a French Ébéniste in
Federal New York by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal



ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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