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It was all part of man's greatest adventure--landing men on the Moon and sending a rover to Mars, finally
seeing the edge of the universe and the birth of stars, and launching planetary explorers across the solar
system to Neptune and beyond.
        
The ancient dream of breaking gravity's hold and taking to space became a reality only because of the intense
cold-war rivalry between the superpowers, with towering geniuses like Wernher von Braun and Sergei
Korolyov shelving dreams of space travel and instead developing rockets for ballistic missiles and space
spectaculars. Now that Russian archives are open and thousands of formerly top-secret U.S. documents are
declassified, an often startling new picture of the space age emerges:

the frantic effort by the Soviet Union to beat the United States to the Moon was doomed from the beginning
by gross inefficiency and by infighting so treacherous that Winston Churchill likened it to "dogs fighting
under a carpet";

there was more than science behind the United States' suggestion that satellites be launched during the
International Geophysical Year, and in one crucial respect, Sputnik was a godsend to Washington;

the hundred-odd German V-2s that provided the vital start to the U.S. missile and space programs legally
belonged to the Soviet Union and were spirited to the United States in a derring-do operation worthy of a spy
thriller;

despite NASA's claim that it was a civilian agency, it had an intimate relationship with the military at the
outset and still does--a distinction the Soviet Union never pretended to make;

constant efforts to portray astronauts and cosmonauts as "Boy Scouts" were often contradicted by reality;

the Apollo missions to the Moon may have been an unexcelled political triumph and feat of exploration, but
they also created a headache for the space agency that lingers to this day.

        
This New Ocean is based on 175 interviews with Russian and American scientists and engineers; on
archival documents, including formerly top-secret National Intelligence Estimates and spy satellite pictures;
and on nearly three decades of reporting. The impressive result is this fascinating story--the first
comprehensive account--of the space age. Here are the strategists and war planners; engineers and scientists;
politicians and industrialists; astronauts and cosmonauts; science fiction writers and journalists; and plain,
ordinary, unabashed dreamers who wanted to transcend gravity's shackles for the ultimate ride. The story is
written from the perspective of a witness who was present at the beginning and who has seen the conclusion
of the first space age and the start of the second.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Echols:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by means
of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific This New Ocean : The Story of the First
Space Age book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

John Dussault:

This This New Ocean : The Story of the First Space Age are usually reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this This New Ocean : The Story of the First Space
Age can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through
food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this This New Ocean : The Story of the First Space Age forcing you to have an enormous
of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Antonio Mock:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled This New Ocean : The Story of the First Space Age your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get just before. The This New Ocean : The Story of the First Space Age giving you another experience
more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now
let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you
are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out
spare time activity?

Sylvia Medina:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually This New Ocean : The Story of the First Space Age
why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make



suggestions to pick up this book.
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