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In the twenty-first century, American popular culture increasingly makes visible the performance of African
spirituality by black women. Disney’s Princess and the Frog and Pirates of the Caribbean franchise are two
notable examples. The reliance on the black priestess of African-derived religion as an archetype, however,
has a much longer history steeped in the colonial othering of Haitian Vodou and American imperialist
fantasies about so-called ‘black magic’.

Within this cinematic study, Martin unravels how religious autonomy impacts the identity, function, and
perception of Africana women in the American popular imagination. Martin interrogates seventy-five years
of American film representations of black women engaged in conjure, hoodoo, obeah, or Voodoo to discern
what happens when race, gender, and African spirituality collide. She develops the framework of Voodoo
aesthetics, or the inscription of African cosmologies on the black female body, as the theoretical lens through
which to scrutinize black female religious performance in film. Martin places the genre of film in
conversation with black feminist/womanist criticism, offering an interdisciplinary approach to film analysis.

Positioning the black priestess as another iteration of Patricia Hill Collins’ notion of controlling images,
Martin theorizes whether film functions as a safe space for a racial and gendered embodiment in the
performance of African diasporic religion. Approaching the close reading of eight signature films from a
black female spectatorship, Martin works chronologically to express the trajectory of the black priestess as
cinematic motif over the last century of filmmaking. Conceptually, Martin recalibrates the scholarship on
black women and representation by distinctly centering black women as ritual specialists and Black Atlantic
spirituality on the silver screen.
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From reader reviews:

David Dugas:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Envisioning Black Feminist Voodoo Aesthetics: African
Spirituality in American Cinema (Black Diasporic Worlds: Origins and Evolutions from New World
Slaving) as your daily resource information.

Edward Stewart:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Envisioning
Black Feminist Voodoo Aesthetics: African Spirituality in American Cinema (Black Diasporic Worlds:
Origins and Evolutions from New World Slaving) suitable to you? The book was written by well known
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Envisioning Black Feminist Voodoo Aesthetics: African
Spirituality in American Cinema (Black Diasporic Worlds: Origins and Evolutions from New World
Slaving)is the main of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Solomon Steward:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Envisioning Black Feminist Voodoo Aesthetics: African Spirituality in American Cinema
(Black Diasporic Worlds: Origins and Evolutions from New World Slaving), you are able to tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a reserve.



Kim Nielsen:

Beside this kind of Envisioning Black Feminist Voodoo Aesthetics: African Spirituality in American Cinema
(Black Diasporic Worlds: Origins and Evolutions from New World Slaving) in your phone, it could give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have Envisioning Black Feminist Voodoo Aesthetics: African Spirituality in American Cinema
(Black Diasporic Worlds: Origins and Evolutions from New World Slaving) because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from today!
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