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Foul and Fair Play is an examination of classic detective fiction as a genre--an attempt to read a wide variety
of texts by different authors as variations on a common and relatively tight set of conventions. Marty Roth
covers the period from the "prehistory" of detective fiction in Edgar Allan Poe, Charles Dickens, Wilkie
Collins, Robert Louis Stevenson, and H. G. Wells up to the 1960s, which marked the end, he says, of the
classical period--"the end of an extremely conservative paradigm."

The detective fiction genre, as Roth defines it, includes analytic detective fiction, hard-boiled detective
fiction, and the spy thriller. Roth insists on the structural common ground of these three types of writing and
places them in the larger system of mystery fiction that preceded and surrounds them.

The first part of the book consists of a reading of conventions: conventions of character (the detective, the
criminal), of gender and sexuality, of narrative style, of settings, and of the curious rules of exchange and
coincidence that operate in the realm where detective stories take place. The second section deals with the
convoluted epistemology of mystery and detective fiction, depending as it does on other major intellectual
developments of the late nineteenth century, such as psychoanalysis.

An extremely original study, Foul and Fair Play offers many insights into the literary and cultural history of
a popular genre.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard Martin:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Foul and Fair Play: Reading Genre in Classic
Detective Fiction. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important the book Foul and Fair Play: Reading Genre in Classic Detective Fiction. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's read.

Barbara Jones:

The particular book Foul and Fair Play: Reading Genre in Classic Detective Fiction has a lot associated with
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Rosemarie Cleveland:

The reason? Because this Foul and Fair Play: Reading Genre in Classic Detective Fiction is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So
, it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Sandra Bland:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Foul and Fair Play: Reading Genre in Classic
Detective Fiction to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and
examine it. Beside that the e-book Foul and Fair Play: Reading Genre in Classic Detective Fiction can to be
your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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