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When the great avant-gardist John Cage died, just short of his eightieth birthday in 1992, he was already the
subject of dozens of interviews, memoirs, and discussions of his contribution to music, music theory, and
performance practice. But Cage never thought of himself as only (or even primarily) a composer; he was a
poet, a visual artist, a philosophical thinker, and an important cultural critic.

John Cage: Composed in America is the first book-length work to address the "other" John Cage, a
revisionist treatment of the way Cage himself has composed and been "composed" in America. Cage, as
these original essays testify, is a contradictory figure. A disciple of Duchamp and Schoenberg, Satie and
Joyce, he created compositions that undercut some of these artists' central principles and then attributed his
own compositional theories to their "tradition." An American in the Emerson-Thoreau mold, he
paradoxically won his biggest audience in Europe. A freewheeling, Californian artist, Cage was committed
to a severe work ethic and a firm discipline, especially the discipline of Zen Buddhism.

Following the text of Cage's lecture-poem "Overpopulation and Art," delivered at Stanford shortly before his
death and published here for the first time, ten critics respond to the challenge of the complexity and
contradiction exhibited in his varied work. In keeping with Cage's own interdisciplinarity, the critics
approach that work from a variety of disciplines: philosophy (Daniel Herwitz, Gerald L. Bruns), biography
and cultural history (Thomas S. Hines), game and chaos theory (N. Katherine Hayles), music culture (Jann
Pasler), opera history (Herbert Lindenberger), literary and art criticism (Marjorie Perloff), cultural poetics
(Gordana P. Crnkovic, Charles Junkerman), and poetic practice (Joan Retallack). But such labels are
themselves confining: each of the essays sets up boundaries only to cross them at key points. The book thus
represents, to use Cage's own phrase, a much needed "beginning with ideas."
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Martin:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
John Cage: Composed in America, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Timothy McCormack:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The John
Cage: Composed in America provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Anna Wright:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like John Cage: Composed in America
which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Christopher Wilkerson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific John Cage: Composed in America can give you a
lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have John Cage: Composed in America.
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