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Djibouti, a hot, impoverished little country on the Horn of Africa, is a place of great strategic importance, for
off its coast lies a crucial passage for the world’s oil. In this novel by Abdourahman A. Waberi, Djibril, a
young Djiboutian voluntarily exiled in Montreal, returns to his native land to prepare a report for an
American economic intelligence firm. Meanwhile, a shadowy, threatening figure imprisoned in an island cell
seems to know Djibril’s every move. He takes dictation from his preaching cellmate known as his
“Venerable Master,” but as the words are put on the page, a completely different text appears—the life of
Walter Benjamin, Djibril’s favorite author.
 
Passage of Tears cleverly mixes many genres and forms of writing—spy novel, political thriller, diary
(replete with childhood memories), travel notebook, legends, parables, incantations, and prayers. Djibril’s
reminiscences provide a sense of Djibouti’s past and its people, while a satire of Muslim fundamentalism is
unwittingly delivered through the other Djiboutian voice. Waberi’s inventive parody is a lesson in tolerance,
while his poetic observations reveal his love and concern for his homeland.
 
Praise for the French Edition
 
“Disguised as a political thriller, Passage of Tears is above all a great novel of childhood, murderous
identities, and exile.”—Le Monde des Livres
 
“A gripping book, burning with urgency and tension.”—Télérama.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Waite:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Passage of Tears (The Africa List) will make you to
become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think
which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Christina Evert:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Passage of Tears (The Africa List) can be very good book
to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Eldon Hall:

Typically the book Passage of Tears (The Africa List) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
reading this book.

John Lyons:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Passage of Tears (The Africa List) can make you really feel more interested to
read.
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