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An era of sweeping cultural change in America, the postwar years saw the rise of beatniks and hippies, the
birth of feminism, and the release of the first video game. It was also the era of new math. Introduced to US
schools in the late 1950s and 1960s, the new math was a curricular answer to Cold War fears of American
intellectual inadequacy. In the age of Sputnik and increasingly sophisticated technological systems and
machines, math class came to be viewed as a crucial component of the education of intelligent, virtuous
citizens who would be able to compete on a global scale.

In this history, Christopher J. Phillips examines the rise and fall of the new math as a marker of the period’s
political and social ferment. Neither the new math curriculum designers nor its diverse legions of supporters
concentrated on whether the new math would improve students’ calculation ability. Rather, they felt the new
math would train children to think in the right way, instilling in students a set of mental habits that might
better prepare them to be citizens of modern society—a world of complex challenges, rapid technological
change, and unforeseeable futures. While Phillips grounds his argument in shifting perceptions of intellectual
discipline and the underlying nature of mathematical knowledge, he also touches on long-standing debates
over the place and relevance of mathematics in liberal education. And in so doing, he explores the essence of
what it means to be an intelligent American—by the numbers.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Boone:

The book The New Math: A Political History will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suited
to you. The book The New Math: A Political History is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Glen Hoffman:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The New
Math: A Political History that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick The New Math: A Political History become your
starter.

Kathy Lloyd:

This The New Math: A Political History is great publication for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The New Math: A
Political History in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do
that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Harold Smith:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
your requirements is The New Math: A Political History this book consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study
when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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