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For the past forty years shamanism has drawn increasing attention among the general public and academics.
There is an enormous literature on shamanism, but no one has tried to understand why and how Western
intellectual and popular culture became so fascinated with the topic. Behind fictional and non-fictional works
on shamanism, Andrei A. Znamenski uncovers an exciting story that mirrors changing Western attitudes
toward the primitive. The Beauty of the Primitive explores how shamanism, an obscure word introduced by
the eighteenth-century German explorers of Siberia, entered Western humanities and social sciences, and has
now become a powerful idiom used by nature and pagan communities to situate their spiritual quests and
anti-modernity sentiments. The major characters of The Beauty of the Primitive are past and present Western
scholars, writers, explorers, and spiritual seekers with a variety of views on shamanism. Moving from
Enlightenment and Romantic writers and Russian exile ethnographers to the anthropology of Franz Boas to
Mircea Eliade and Carlos Castaneda, Znamenski details how the shamanism idiom was gradually
transplanted from Siberia to the Native American scene and beyond. He also looks into the circumstances
that prompted scholars and writers at first to marginalize shamanism as a mental disorder and then to recast it
as high spiritual wisdom in the 1960s and the 1970s. Linking the growing interest in shamanism to the rise of
anti-modernism in Western culture and intellectual life, Znamenski examines the role that anthropology,
psychology, environmentalism, and Native Americana have played in the emergence of neo-shamanism. He
discusses the sources that inspire Western neo-shamans and seeks to explain why lately many of these
spiritual seekers have increasingly moved away from non-Western tradition to European folklore. A work of
intellectual discovery, The Beauty of the Primitive shows how scholars, writers, and spiritual seekers shape
their writings and experiences to suit contemporary cultural, ideological, and spiritual needs. With its
interdisciplinary approach and engaging style, it promises to be the definitive account of this neglected
strand of intellectual history.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Driver:

The book The Beauty of the Primitive: Shamanism and Western Imagination will bring one to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book The Beauty of the Primitive: Shamanism
and Western Imagination is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Tami Anders:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled The Beauty of the Primitive: Shamanism and Western
Imagination can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Gene Green:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Beauty of the Primitive:
Shamanism and Western Imagination can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?

Tanya Wilson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Beauty of the Primitive: Shamanism
and Western Imagination or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes The Beauty of the Primitive: Shamanism and Western Imagination
to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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