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Although Buddhism is often depicted as a religion of meditators and philosophers, some of the earliest
writings extant in India offer a very different portrait of the Buddhist practitioner. In Indian Buddhist
narratives from the early centuries of the Common Era, most lay religious practice consists not of reading,
praying, or meditating, but of visually engaging with certain kinds of objects. These visual practices,
moreover, are represented as the primary means of cultivating faith, a necessary precondition for proceeding
along the Buddhist spiritual path. In Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism, Andy
Rotman examines these visual practices and how they function as a kind of skeleton key for opening up
Buddhist conceptualizations about the world and the ways it should be navigated.
Rotman's analysis is based primarily on stories from the Divyavadana (Divine Stories), one of the most
important collections of ancient Buddhist narratives from India. Though discourses of the Buddha are well
known for their opening words, "thus have I heard" - for Buddhist teachings were first preserved and
transmitted orally - the Divyavadana presents a very different model for disseminating the Buddhist dharma.
Devotees are enjoined to look, not just hear, and visual legacies and lineages are shown to trump their oral
counterparts. As Rotman makes clear, this configuration of the visual fundamentally transforms the world of
the Buddhist practitioner, changing what one sees, what one believes, and what one does.
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From reader reviews:

James Fletcher:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian
Buddhism ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early
Indian Buddhism is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with all the book Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism. You never
truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Gena Colgan:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Thus Have I Seen:
Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The book untitled Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhismis one of
several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve.
This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Deborah Oneal:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
your account is Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism this e-book consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Kevin Lewis:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in
Early Indian Buddhism or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students



especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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