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Memoir of My Youth in Cuba: A Soldier in the Spanish Army during the Separatist War, 1895–1898 is a
translation of the memoir Memorias de mi juventud en Cuba: Un soldado del ejército español en la guerra
separatista (1895–1898) by Josep Conangla. The English edition is based on the Spanish version edited by
Joaquín Roy, who found the memoir and was given access to the Conangla family archives. Conangla’s
memoir, now available in English, is an important addition to the accounts of Spanish and Cuban soldiers
who served in Cuba’s second War of Independence.
 
Spaniard Josep Conangla was conscripted at the age of twenty and sent to Cuba. In the course of his time
there, he reaffirmed his pacifism and support of Cuban independence. The young man was a believer who
unfailingly connected his view of events to the Christian humanitarianism on which he prided himself.
Conangla’s advanced education and the influence of well-placed friends facilitated his assignment to safe
bureaucratic positions during the war, ensuring that he would not see combat. From his privileged position,
he was a keen observer of his surroundings. He described some of the decisions he made—which at times
put him at odds with the military bureaucracy he served—along with what he saw as the consequences of
General Valeriano Weyler’s decree mandating the reconcentración, an early version of concentration camps.
What Conangla saw fueled his revulsion at the collusion of the Spanish state and its state-sponsored religion
in that policy. “Red Mass,” published six years after the War of Independence and included in his memoir, is
a vivid expression in verse of his abhorrence.
 
Conangla’s recollections of the contacts between Spaniards and Cubans in the areas to which he was
assigned reveal his ability to forge friendships even with Creole opponents of the insurrection. As an aspiring
poet and writer, Conangla included material on fellow writers, Cuban and Spanish, who managed to meet
and exchange ideas despite their circumstances. His accounts of the Spanish defeat, the scene in Havana
around the end of the war, along with his return to Spain, are stirring.
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From reader reviews:

Bradley Loy:

This Memoir of My Youth in Cuba: A Soldier in the Spanish Army during the Separatist War, 1895–1898
(Atlantic Crossings) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Memoir of My Youth in Cuba: A Soldier in the Spanish Army during the Separatist War,
1895–1898 (Atlantic Crossings) can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout
the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Memoir of My Youth in Cuba: A Soldier in the Spanish Army
during the Separatist War, 1895–1898 (Atlantic Crossings) giving you an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Carol Johnson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Memoir of My
Youth in Cuba: A Soldier in the Spanish Army during the Separatist War, 1895–1898 (Atlantic Crossings)
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Memoir
of My Youth in Cuba: A Soldier in the Spanish Army during the Separatist War, 1895–1898 (Atlantic
Crossings)is the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know
the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Grace Godwin:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the guide untitled Memoir of My Youth in Cuba: A Soldier in the Spanish Army during the
Separatist War, 1895–1898 (Atlantic Crossings) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity
to you.

Richard Chambers:

Often the book Memoir of My Youth in Cuba: A Soldier in the Spanish Army during the Separatist War,
1895–1898 (Atlantic Crossings) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a



lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research just
before write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article
book.
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