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The collision of politics and claims of political intervention with the fantastic, absurd, and impossible is
characteristic of the Athenian comic drama of the late fifth and early fourth century BCE, and has proved
persistently problematic for critics. This book sets the impossible centre-stage and argues that comic
impossibility should not be ignored in political readings or, conversely, used as a reason for excluding
comedy from political interventions, but that anti-realism and the absurd are precisely the mechanisms
through which this sort of comedy had political and social effects, manipulated its audience, and maintained
its position in an environment of many competing political claims. Drawing on a variety of theoretical
paradigms, from semiotics and humour theory through to ancient literary criticism, this book seeks to
articulate a model of comic narrative and argument that can be applied equally both to the impossible worlds
of Old Comedy and those of related forms of comedy in other traditions. This model emphasizes complex
and provisional conceptual development over the linear and inflexible models of traditional models of comic
narrative, and makes the joke and routine the base elements of comic plot. Pervasive comic self-reflexivity
('metatheatre') is presented as a special case of comic impossibility and one that intensifies and consolidates
audience response. The on-going dialogue with comic rivals and performance forms provides both
foundational matter for comic worlds and a competitive dimension to those worlds, an argument about the
best kind of comic world and a demonstration that comic anti-realism has the political and conceptual
measure of its more widely-recognized and supposedly realist rivals.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Tucker:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Politics and Anti-
Realism in Athenian Old Comedy: The Art of the Impossible (Oxford Classical Monographs)? Maybe it is to
get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Brenda Villa:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Politics and Anti-Realism in Athenian
Old Comedy: The Art of the Impossible (Oxford Classical Monographs) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Margaret Padua:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is Politics and Anti-Realism in Athenian Old Comedy: The Art of the Impossible (Oxford
Classical Monographs).

Jerry Bell:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to
be learn. Politics and Anti-Realism in Athenian Old Comedy: The Art of the Impossible (Oxford Classical
Monographs) can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.
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