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Jokes change from generation to generation, but the experience of the comedian transcends the ages: the
drive, jealousy, heartbreak, and triumph. From the Marx Brothers to Milton Berle to George Carlin to Eddie
Murphy to Louis CK—comedy historian Kliph Nesteroff brings to life a century’s worth of rebels and
groundbreakers, mainstream heroes and counterculture iconoclasts, forgotten stars and workaday plodders in
this essential history of American comedy.

Beginning with the nationwide vaudeville circuits that dominated at turn of the twentieth century, Nesteroff
describes the rise of the first true stand-up comedian—a variety show emcee who abandoned physical shtick
for straight jokes. The end of Prohibition ushered in a surprising golden age of comedy, as funnymen were
made into radio stars and the combination of the "Borscht Belt," the "Chitlin Circuit," and Mafia-run
supperclubs furnished more jobs and money than ever before. Those were the days of the Copacabana,
tuxedos, and smoking cigars onstage, when insulting the boss could result in a hit man at your door and
obscenity charges could land you in jail. In the 1950s, late-night television cemented the status of the
comedy establishment while young comics rebelled, arriving on the beatnik coffeehouse scene with cerebral
jokes and social angst. They soon found their own way to fame through comedy records that vied with top
musicians for Billboard spots. Then came the comedy clubs of the coke-fueled 1970s and 80s, Saturday
Night Live and cable TV, and with the internet, a whole new generation of YouTube stars, podcast
personalities, and Twitterati. Through the decades, Nesteroff reveals the contradictions between comedians’
public and private personas and illuminates the often-seedy underbelly of an industry built on laughs.

Based on over two hundred original interviews and extensive archival research, The Comedians is a sharply
written and highly entertaining look at one hundred years of comedy, and a valuable exploration of the way
comedians have reflected, shaped, and changed American culture along the way.
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From reader reviews:

Tenesha Little:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The Comedians:
Drunks, Thieves, Scoundrels and the History of American Comedy? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Jeremy Richards:

This The Comedians: Drunks, Thieves, Scoundrels and the History of American Comedy book is absolutely
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this
book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Comedians: Drunks, Thieves, Scoundrels
and the History of American Comedy without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Comedians: Drunks, Thieves, Scoundrels and the
History of American Comedy can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Comedians: Drunks, Thieves,
Scoundrels and the History of American Comedy having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

Arthur Smith:

You can obtain this The Comedians: Drunks, Thieves, Scoundrels and the History of American Comedy by
go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.

Phillip Chadwick:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book The Comedians: Drunks, Thieves, Scoundrels and the
History of American Comedy to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to study it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like
to start a book and read it. Beside that the guide The Comedians: Drunks, Thieves, Scoundrels and the



History of American Comedy can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of this time.
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