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When the U.S. Army drafted Elvis Presley in 1958, it quickly set about transforming the King of Rock and
Roll from a rebellious teen idol into a clean-cut GI. Trading in his gold-trimmed jacket for standard-issue
fatigues, Elvis became a model soldier in an army facing the unprecedented challenge of building a fighting
force for the Atomic Age.

In an era that threatened Soviet-American thermonuclear annihilation, the army declared it could limit
atomic warfare to the battlefield. It not only adopted a radically new way of fighting but also revamped its
equipment, organization, concepts, and training practices. From massive garrisons in Germany and Korea to
nuclear tests to portable atomic weapons, the army reinvented itself. Its revolution in warfare required an
equal revolution in personnel: the new army needed young officers and soldiers who were highly motivated,
well trained, and technologically adept. Drafting Elvis demonstrated that even this icon of youth culture was
not too cool to wear the army’s uniform.

The army of the 1950s was America’s most racially and economically egalitarian institution, providing
millions with education, technical skills, athletics, and other opportunities. With the cooperation of both the
army and the media, military service became a common theme in television, music, and movies, and part of
this generation’s identity. Brian Linn traces the origins, evolution, and ultimate failure of the army’s attempt
to transform itself for atomic warfare, revealing not only the army’s vital role in creating Cold War America
but also the experiences of its forgotten soldiers.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Mackenzie:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Elvis's Army:
Cold War GIs and the Atomic Battlefield? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Loretta Faria:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Elvis's Army: Cold War GIs and
the Atomic Battlefield is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Jean Gadson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Elvis's Army: Cold War GIs and the
Atomic Battlefield is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Angela Kiefer:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Elvis's Army: Cold War GIs and the Atomic
Battlefield why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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