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Zen art poses a conundrum. On the one hand, Zen Buddhism emphasizes the concept of emptiness, which
among other things asserts that form is empty, that all phenomena in the world are illusory. On the other
hand, a prodigious amount of artwork has been created in association with Zen thought and practice. A wide
range of media, genres, expressive modes, and strategies of representation have been embraced to convey the
idea of emptiness. Form has been used to express the essence of formlessness, and in Japan, this gave rise to
a remarkable, highly diverse array of artworks and a tradition of self-negating art.
 
In this volume, Yukio Lippit explores the painting The Gourd and the Catfish (ca. 1413), widely considered
one of the most iconic works of Japanese Zen art today. Its subject matter appears straightforward enough: a
man standing on a bank holds a gourd in both hands, attempting to capture or pin down the catfish swimming
in the stream below. This is an impossible task, a nonsensical act underscored by the awkwardness with
which the figure struggles even to hold his gourd. But this impossibility is precisely the point.
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From reader reviews:

James Connell:

The book Japanese Zen Buddhism and the Impossible Painting (Getty Research Institute Council Lecture
Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
why must we leave the great thing like a book Japanese Zen Buddhism and the Impossible Painting (Getty
Research Institute Council Lecture Series)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Japanese Zen Buddhism and the Impossible Painting (Getty Research Institute Council Lecture
Series) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Reynolds:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Japanese Zen Buddhism and the
Impossible Painting (Getty Research Institute Council Lecture Series) book as this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
as you know.

Joseph Esparza:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this Japanese Zen
Buddhism and the Impossible Painting (Getty Research Institute Council Lecture Series).

Amy Smith:

The book untitled Japanese Zen Buddhism and the Impossible Painting (Getty Research Institute Council
Lecture Series) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item.
The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You
can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the



book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up
their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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