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William James (1842-1910) was one of the most original and influential American thinkers of the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. As a professor at Harvard University he published many works that had a wide-
ranging impact on both psychology and philosophy. His Principles of Psychology was the most important
English-language work on the mind since Locke’s Essay Concerning Human Understanding. His Varieties
of Religious Experience practically inaugurated the field of psychology of religion, and it also remains a
major inspiration for philosophy of religion. Perhaps most importantly, James publicized the movement of
pragmatism and supplied much of its powerful momentum.

This book covers the primary topics for which James is still closely studied: the nature of experience; the
functions of the mind; the criteria for knowledge; the definition of "truth"; the ethical life; and the religious
life. His notable terms, still resonating in their respective fields, are all here, from the "stream of
consciousness" and "pure experience" to the "will to believe," the "cash-value of truth," and the distinction
between the religiously "healthy soul" and the "sick soul."

This volume’s eighteen selections receive the bulk of the attention and citation from scholars, provide
excellent coverage of core topics, and have a broad appeal across many academic disciplines. This well-
organized compilation of James’s important writings offers an exciting and fascinating tour for both the
casual reader and the dedicated student interested in philosophy, psychology, religious studies, American
studies, or any related field.
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From reader reviews:

George Marsh:

Here thing why that The Essential William James are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at
a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The
Essential William James giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Essential William James. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might
be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The
Essential William James in e-book can be your choice.

Carolyn Fletcher:

The feeling that you get from The Essential William James could be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to understand but The Essential William James giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of The Essential William James instantly.

Willie Isaac:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The Essential William James, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Eric Rodriguez:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of



them is this The Essential William James.
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