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Traveling from East to West over thousands of years, tea has played a variety of roles on the world scene - in
medicine, politics, the arts, culture, and religion. Behind this most serene of beverages, idolized by poets and
revered in spiritual practices, lie stories of treachery, violence, smuggling, drug trade, international
espionage, slavery, and revolution.
"Liquid Jade"'s rich narrative history explores tea in all its social and cultural aspects. Entertaining yet
informative and extensively researched, "Liquid Jade" tells the story of western greed and eastern bliss.
China first used tea as a remedy. Taoists celebrated tea as the elixir of immortality. Buddhist Japan
developed a whole body of practices around tea as a spiritual path. Then came the traumatic encounter of the
refined Eastern cultures with the first Western merchants, the trade wars, the emergence of the ubiquitous
English East India Company. Scottish spies crisscrossed China to steal the secrets of tea production. An
army of smugglers made fortunes with tea deliveries in the dead of night. In the name of "free trade" the
English imported opium to China in exchange for tea. The exploding tea industry in the eighteenth century
reinforced the practice of slavery in the sugar plantations. And one of the reasons why tea became popular in
the first place is that it helped sober up the English, who were virtually drowning in alcohol. During the
nineteenth century, the massive consumption of tea in England also led to the development of the large tea
plantation system in colonial India - a story of success for British Empire tea and of untold misery for
generations of tea workers.
"Liquid Jade" also depicts tea's beauty and delights, not only with myths about the beginnings of tea or the
lovers' legend in the familiar blue-and-white porcelain willow pattern, but also with a rich and varied
selection of works of art and historical photographs, which form a rare and comprehensive visual tea record.
The book includes engaging and lesser-known topics, including the exclusion of women from seventeenth-
century tea houses or the importance of water for tea, and answers such questions as: "What does a tea taster
do?" "How much caffeine is there in tea?" "What is fair trade tea?" and "What is the difference between
black, red, yellow, green, or white tea?"
Connecting past and present and spanning five thousand years, Beatrice Hohenegger's captivating and
multilayered account of tea will enhance the experience of a steaming "cuppa" for tea lovers the world over.
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From reader reviews:

Todd McCrea:

The publication with title LIQUID JADE: THE STORY OF TEA FROM has a lot of information that you
can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Ronna Rutledge:

LIQUID JADE: THE STORY OF TEA FROM can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most
of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing LIQUID JADE: THE
STORY OF TEA FROM nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition
to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Donald Vermillion:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and LIQUID JADE: THE STORY OF
TEA FROM as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes LIQUID JADE: THE STORY OF TEA FROM to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Barry Altman:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book LIQUID JADE: THE STORY OF TEA FROM to
make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion
about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it.
Beside that the e-book LIQUID JADE: THE STORY OF TEA FROM can to be your brand new friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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