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In this landmark collection of essays, published as Totem and Taboo: Resemblances Between the Psychic
Lives of Savages and Neurotics in 1918, the father of psychoanalysis explores the conflict between primitive
feelings and the demands of civilization, i.e., the struggle to reconcile unconscious desires with socially
acceptable behavior.
Totemism, a concept found in societies around the world, involves the belief in a sacred relationship between
an object (totem) and a human kinship group. Men and women bearing the same totem are prohibited from
marrying each other, this being a form of incest taboo. Freud identifies a strong unconscious inclination as
the basis of taboo, and he attempts to define its source by tracing the earliest appearance in childhood
development of totemism. After an examination of the incest taboo in primitive societies around the world,
Freud discusses taboo and the ambivalence of emotions; animism, magic, and the omnipotence of thought;
and the infantile recurrence of totemism.
An important work by one of the twentieth century's most influential thinkers, Totem and Taboo is essential
reading for teachers and students of psychology as well as those with an interest in ethnology and folklore.
This inexpensive edition offers all readers access to one of Freud's most penetrating attempts to decipher the
mysteries of human behavior.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Zakrzewski:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be
the book untitled Totem and Taboo (Dover Thrift Editions) can be very good book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Richard Hood:

Exactly why? Because this Totem and Taboo (Dover Thrift Editions) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot
of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Christopher Arredondo:

Totem and Taboo (Dover Thrift Editions) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Totem
and Taboo (Dover Thrift Editions) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Marni Johnson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Totem and Taboo (Dover Thrift Editions)
or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire
to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Totem and Taboo (Dover Thrift Editions) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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