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The secret double life of the man who mapped the American West, and the woman he loved

Clarence King is a hero of nineteenth century western history; a brilliant scientist and witty conversationalist,
best-selling author and architect of the great surveys that mapped the West after the Civil War. Secretary of
State John Hay named King “the best and brightest of his generation.” But King hid a secret from his Gilded
Age cohorts and prominent family in Newport: for thirteen years he lived a double life—as the celebrated
white explorer, geologist and writer Clarence King and as a black Pullman porter and steel worker named
James Todd. The fair blue-eyed son of awealthy Chinatrader passed across the color line, revealing his
secret to his black common- law wife, Ada Copeland, only on his deathbed.

King lied because he wanted to and he lied because he had to. To marry hiswifein apublic way — as the
white man known as Clarence King —would have created a scandal and destroyed his career. At amoment
when many mixed-race Americans concealed their African heritage to seize the privileges of white America,
King falsely presented himself as a black man in order to marry the woman he loved.

Noted historian of the American West Martha Sandweiss is the first writer to uncover the life that King tried
so hard to conceal from the public eye. She reveals the complexity of a man who while publicly espousing a
personal dream of auniquely American “race,” an amalgam of white and black, hid hislove for hiswife,
Ada, and their five biracial children. Passing Strange tells the dramatic tale of afamily built along the fault
lines of celebrity, class, and race—from the “ Todd’'s” wedding in 1888, to the 1964 death of Ada King, one
of the last surviving Americans born into slavery.
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From reader reviews:
Enoch Dutton:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the ideafor all peoplein the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. Y ou must know how great as well as important the book Passing Strange: A Gilded Age
Tale of Love and Deception Across the Color Line. All type of book could you see on many options. Y ou
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Judy Turner:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for people. The book Passing Strange: A Gilded Age Tale of Love and
Deception Across the Color Line was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Passing Strange: A Gilded Age Tae
of Love and Deception Across the Color Lineis not only giving you far more new information but also to be
your friend when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship together with the book Passing Strange: A Gilded Age Tale of Love and Deception Across the
Color Line. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Donald Perkins:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become alife style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based
on what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Passing
Strange: A Gilded Age Tale of Love and Deception Across the Color Lineis kind of guide which is giving
the reader erratic experience.

Shawn Howe:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Passing Strange: A Gilded Age Tale of Love and Deception Across the Color
Line when you needed it?
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