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The empirical and descriptive strengths of sociolinguistics, developed over more than 40 years of research,
have not been matched by an active engagement with theory. Yet, over this time, social theorising has taken
important new turns, linked in many ways to linguistic and discursive concerns. Sociolinguistics and Social
Theory is the first book to explore the interface between sociolinguistic analysis and modern social theory.
The book sets out to reunite sociolinguistics with the concepts and perspectives of several of the most
influential modern theorists of society and social action, including Bakhtin, Foucault, Habermas, Sacks,
Goffman, Bourdieu and Giddens. In eleven newly commissioned chapters, leading sociolinguists reappraise
the theoretical framing of their research, reaching out beyond conventional limits. The authors propose
significant new orientations to key sociolinguistic themes, including-
- social motivations for language variation and change
- language, power and authority
- language and ageing
- language, race and class
- language planning
In substantial introductory and concluding chapters, the editors and invited discussants reassess the
boundaries of sociolinguistic theory and the priorities of sociolinguistic methods. Sociolinguistics and Social
Theory encourages students and researchers of sociolinguistics to be more reflexively aware and critical of
the social bases of their analyses and invites a reasessment of the place sociolinguistics occupies in the social
sciences generally.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Heil:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own
spare time to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
entitled Sociolinguistics and Social Theory (Language In Social Life)? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Gracie Thomas:

The book Sociolinguistics and Social Theory (Language In Social Life) gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a
book Sociolinguistics and Social Theory (Language In Social Life) to become your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Sociolinguistics and Social
Theory (Language In Social Life). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

John Richey:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Sociolinguistics and
Social Theory (Language In Social Life) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you can pick Sociolinguistics and Social Theory (Language In Social Life)
become your current starter.

Steven Stockton:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Sociolinguistics and Social Theory (Language In Social
Life) why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.
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