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"In the beginning, all the world was America."—John Locke

In the beginning, everything was America, but where did America begin? In many narratives of American
nationalism (both popular and academic), the United States begins in print-with the production,
dissemination, and consumption of major printed texts like Common Sense , the Declaration of
Independence, newspaper debates over ratification, and the Constitution itself. In these narratives, print plays
a central role in the emergence of American nationalism, as Americans become Americans through acts of
reading that connect them to other like-minded nationals.

In The Republic in Print, however, Trish Loughran overturns this master narrative of American origins and
offers a radically new history of the early republic and its antebellum aftermath. Combining a materialist
history of American nation building with an intellectual history of American federalism, Loughran
challenges the idea that print culture created a sense of national connection among different parts of the early
American union and instead reveals the early republic as a series of local and regional reading publics with
distinct political and geographical identities.

Focusing on the years between 1770 and 1870, Loughran develops two richly detailed and provocative
arguments. First, she suggests that it was the relative lack of a national infrastructure (rather than the
existence of a tightly connected print network) that actually enabled the nation to be imagined in 1776 and
ratification to be secured in 1787-88. She then describes how the increasingly connected book market of the
1830s, 1840s, and 1850s unexpectedly exposed cracks in the evolving nation, especially in regards to
slavery, exacerbating regional differences in ways that ultimately contributed to secession and civil war.

Drawing on a range of literary, historical, and archival materials-from essays, pamphlets, novels, and plays,
to engravings, paintings, statues, laws, and maps— The Republic in Print provides a refreshingly original
cultural history of the American nation-state over the course of its first century.
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From reader reviews:

Marcia Eberhart:

The ability that you get from The Republic in Print: Print Culture in the Age of U.S. Nation Building, 1770-
1870 may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Republic in Print: Print
Culture in the Age of U.S. Nation Building, 1770-1870 giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of
this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It
is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having this specific The Republic in Print: Print Culture in the Age of U.S. Nation Building, 1770-
1870 instantly.

Joanne Hall:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Republic in Print: Print Culture
in the Age of U.S. Nation Building, 1770-1870 as the daily resource information.

Angela Thomas:

The book The Republic in Print: Print Culture in the Age of U.S. Nation Building, 1770-1870 will bring one
to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Republic in Print: Print Culture in the Age
of U.S. Nation Building, 1770-1870 is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Maria Kim:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Amount types
of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually The Republic in Print: Print
Culture in the Age of U.S. Nation Building, 1770-1870.
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