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Philip Weinstein explores the modernist commitment to "unknowing" by addressing the work of three
supreme experimental writers: Franz Kafka, Marcel Proust, and William Faulkner. In their novels, the
narrative props that support the drama of coming to know are refused. When space turns uncanny rather than
lawful, when time ceases to be linear and progressive, objects and others become unfamiliar. So does the
subject seeking to know them. Weinstein argues that modernist texts work, by way of surprise and arrest, to
subvert the familiarity and narrative progression intrinsic to realist fiction. Rather than staging the drama of
coming to know, they stage the drama of coming to unknow. The signature move of modernism is shock, just
as resolution is the trademark of realism.Kafka, Proust, and Faulkner wrought their most compelling
experimental effects by undermining an earlier Enlightenment project of knowing. Weinstein draws on major
Enlightenment thinkers to identify constituent components of the narrative of "coming to know"-the
progressive narrative underwriting two centuries of Western realist fiction. The book proceeds by framing
modernist unknowing between prior practices of realist knowing, on the one hand, and, on the other, certain
later practices-postmodern and postcolonial-that move beyond knowing altogether. In so doing, Weinstein
proposes a metahistory of the Western novel, from Daniel Defoe to Toni Morrison.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Bloom:

The book Unknowing: The Work of Modernist Fiction gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Unknowing: The
Work of Modernist Fiction for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
wide open and read a guide Unknowing: The Work of Modernist Fiction. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Edward Brown:

Typically the book Unknowing: The Work of Modernist Fiction has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. The
author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Robert Younger:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
to your account is Unknowing: The Work of Modernist Fiction this publication consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Dianne Janelle:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Unknowing: The Work of Modernist Fiction was
colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Unknowing: The Work of Modernist
Fiction has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you
can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading in which.
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